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Dear Dedicated Allies,

You don’t often hear this, but 2023 was a good year - at least for Bio4Climate – thanks

to you. So many more of you really stepped up through our classes, activities and

donations to put nature at the heart of climate action.

But it was definitely not a good year for the planet. 2023 was not only the warmest year

on record, but it is now clear that we exceeded 1.5 degrees C of additional global

heating. Extreme weather, crop failures, heat-related deaths, planetary tipping points

reached: it is not easy to deal with these realities every day as part of our work.  

And yet, my first year as the Executive Director of Bio4Climate has also been full of

excitement, agency, hope, and action. I have been delighted to discover a community

of scientists, ranchers, farmers, and hands-on eco-restorationists from around the world

who understand that the most powerful response to climate chaos is to restore our

biosphere so that it can stabilize the climate. 

And our voice is being heard!

The New York Times and The Christian Science Monitor are two of the biggest names to

cover our Miyawaki forests, but not the only ones. The documentary film Regenerating

Life is helping to spread the science and stories of our message around the world.  

I hope that the pages of this report fill you with hope as well, whatever hope looks like

for you. It may be too late to avoid 1.5 degrees of warming, but it is not too late to
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restore and rebuild our ecosystems and our relationship with

those ecosystems. We continue to work together for what we

love, no matter what the future holds.

With heartfelt appreciation,



PLANTING FORESTS,
RESTORING NATURE

Our leadership role in bringing the Miyawaki method to the

Northeastern US continues to expand. With an emphasis on

reaching young people in underserved communities, we worked

with community partners to plant our third and fourth Miyawaki

Forests at schools in Natick and Somerville. These mini forests

increase biodiversity, water retention, cooling, and access to

the wonder of nature for neighborhoods in need of

environmental justice. 

3,000 students will benefit from the presence of these two

forests. 

Over 200 volunteers have been involved in the planting,

maintenance, and monitoring across four mini-forests.

We held 15 presentations and consultations with

organizations, schools, companies, and community groups.

Look for more forest plantings in 2024 as well as new

community programs focused on native plants, soil, and water.

NATURE HEALS

“As a parent I’m always trying

to think about how we involve

our kids in taking steps

towards a better climate so

that it doesn’t become this big

thing with anxiety but we feel

engaged in solutions.”

- Stephanie Cardon



LIFTING UP VOICES FOR
ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

Our collaboration with the Post Carbon Institute brought together

nearly 40 speakers from frontline communities on the Redesigning

Our Communities conference tour. These conferences were held in

Los Angeles, CA (January 21), Cleveland, OH (March 25), and

Corvallis, OR (November 18).

In addition to wisdom from national speakers such as Richard

Heinberg, these live-streamed events engaged 55 community

partners, hosted 26 Black, Indigenous, and People of Color (BIPOC)

presenters, and partnered with 28 community organizations that

work in underserved and BIPOC communities.

The series could not have been successful without the 2 years of

dedicated work by our event planning team of volunteers including

Philip Bogdonoff, Glenn Gall, Jim Laurenson, Beck Mordini, and

Shannon Scrofano; with additional support from Maya Dutta, Julia

Eden, Cindy Laniewski, Jim Laurie, John Minkle, Tania Roa, Jon

Schull and Natalie Wermers; and our partnership with Richard

Heinberg and the entire team at the Post Carbon Institute.

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

TAKES CENTER STAGE

“Phenomenal job! Love how so

many voices were woven into a

coherent narrative. Superb!”

-Olé Ersson
Co-Founder, Kailash Ecovillage, Speaker

and Partner at the Oregon Event

C h a r l i e  S o u t h w a r d ,  U r b a n  F a r m e r ,  
I n  G o d ’ s  H a n d s  G a r d e n s ,  S p e a k e r  a n d

P a r t n e r  a t  t h e  L o s  A n g e l e s  E v e n t

https://bio4climate.org/roc/
https://bio4climate.org/roc/
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Education about nature’s solutions has always been at the

core of Biodiversity for a Livable Climate’s mission. Deep

dives into the issues build understanding and create

community. In 2023, we offered:

Biodiversity 8: Symbiosis in Evolution taught by staff

ecologist Jim Laurie, March 1 - May 12

Ecological Economics 2: Finding our Way to a New

Understanding taught by ecological economist Dr. Fred

Jennings, April 23 - May 22

Sustainability and Humankind’s Dilemma: Life on a Tough

New Planet taught by Dr. Nancy Lee Wood, Professor of

Sociology, April 21 - May 26

Biodiversity 9: Deep Dive Transformation to a Holistic

Perspective taught by staff ecologist Jim Laurie,

September 20 - December 13

A New Climate Story taught by Christopher Haines, AIA

author of Heat Planet, November 13 - December 18

DEEP INQUIRY AND
EDUCATION

A BIG THANK YOU TO OUR

TEACHING ASSISTANTS:

  CYNTHIA CONTIE 

  YULIA ROTHENBERG

  ANITA ROY DOBBS

THESE CLASSES ARE

ENRICHED BY YOUR HARD

WORK!

B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S
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https://bio4climate.org/course-offerings/biodiversity-8-deepdive-into-symbiosis/
https://bio4climate.org/announcement/ecological-economics-2-course-with-fred-jennings/
https://bio4climate.org/announcement/ecological-economics-2-course-with-fred-jennings/
https://bio4climate.org/course-offerings/biodiversity-9-deep-dive-transformation-to-a-holistic-perspective/
https://bio4climate.org/course-offerings/biodiversity-9-deep-dive-transformation-to-a-holistic-perspective/
https://bio4climate.org/course-offerings/a-new-climate-story-course/


Expert panelists at the premiere

included the filmmaker, John

Feldman, and insights from Dr.

Anastassia Makarieva, Judith

Schwartz, Dr. Tom Goreau, and

Dan Kittredge. The panel was

moderated by Didi Pershouse.

The new feature length film, Regenerating Life, features many voices and ideas informed

by Biodiversity for a Livable Climate’s work. We were thrilled to host the Boston Premiere

at Tufts University before the film was released to the public at the end of the year. 

REACHING NEW
AUDIENCES
In 2023, Biodiversity for a Livable Climate’s message about

nature’s ability to cool the planet continued to reach more and

more people. In addition to our weekly “Featured Creature”

emails, our national profile was raised by feature stories in The

New York Times, The Christian Science Monitor, and The Boston

Globe. 



SPREADING THE WORD

THANK YOU FROM JIM LAURIE

I am grateful to all the students in

our Biodiversity Deep Dive courses

which averaged 35 participants per

class in 2023. We were also very

honored by zoom visits from authors

Kristin Ohlson, Hannah Lewis, Judy

Schwartz, & Fred Provenza who

shared their thoughts and hearts in

the often intense discussions with our

growing "Symbiosis Team."

Our role as a field catalyst - to spark understanding and

direct action - is fueled by the many ways we spread the

word. In addition to our weekly email, quarterly newsletters

and social media, 2023 brought a few new milestones. 

Director of Regenerative Projects, Maya Dutta, gave nearly 20

presentations in 2023 to organizations including the Lesley

Community of Scholars, MA Executive Office of Energy and

Environmental Affairs, Cambridge Community Television, and

Aspetuck Land Trust. 

The redesign of our website (bio4climate.org) put our

message front and center with abundant resources for nearly

every aspect of nature-based solutions. People are clicking

more links and staying longer on web pages than ever before.

 

You can now add your own comments to our “Life Saves the

Planet” blog and create a conversation with other bio4climate

advocates. 

https://bio4climate.org/
https://bio4climate.org/bio4climate-blog/
https://bio4climate.org/bio4climate-blog/


LIFE SAVES THE PLANET

Starting clockwise from the left, Dr.

David Damm-Luhr, Dr. Marie Nazon,

Paula Phipps (moderator), Dr.

Ousmane Pame, and Katrina Jeffries,

share their wisdom in the episode, An

Inspiring Grassroots Ecorestoration

Approach: Sahel Ecovillage

Communities (July 27, 2023) .

Life Saves the Planet is a lecture series co-hosted with GBH Forum Network and available to

public radio stations nationally. Bringing new science and a deeper understanding of how our

planet works is one of the goals of this series. As John Perlin reminds us, 

Humanity needs trees more than ever before. But this time intact.

The ability of trees to remove CO    from the atmosphere and sequester it safely in soils and

roots is now well known. But the role of trees in keeping the Earth temperate by emitting water

into the atmosphere, reducing heat and supplying rain to distant areas, cannot be

underestimated in a world where drought and warming increase rapidly. Featured events in

2023 included:

Developing Food Resilience for Hard Times Ahead with Ridge Shinn and Lynne Pledger

(January 26, 2023)

Dammed in a Hot Chaotic World with Steve Hawley and David James Duncan (March 30,

2023)

A Forest Journey: The Role of Trees in the Fate Of Civilizations with John Perlin and Paul

Hughes (April 26, 2023)

Remembering Our Relationships with Forests - Modern and Ancient Agroforestry with

William Wildcat (Coakí) and Jessica Alvarez Parfrey (May 25, 2023)

An Inspiring Grassroots Ecorestoration Approach: Sahel Ecovillage Communities with Dr.

Ousmane Pame, Katrina Jeffries, Dr. Marie Nazon, and Dave Damm-Luhr (July 27, 2023)   

Regenerating Life with John Feldman and Judith D. Schwartz (September 27, 2023)

Are We Doing Solar Right? with Michelle Manion, Jessica Rempel, and Beck Mordini

(November 9, 2023)
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https://www.wgbh.org/forum-network/lectures/an-inspiring-grassroots-ecorestoration-approach-sahel-ecovillage-communities
https://www.wgbh.org/forum-network/lectures/an-inspiring-grassroots-ecorestoration-approach-sahel-ecovillage-communities
https://www.wgbh.org/forum-network/lectures/an-inspiring-grassroots-ecorestoration-approach-sahel-ecovillage-communities
https://www.wgbh.org/forum-network/lectures/an-inspiring-grassroots-ecorestoration-approach-sahel-ecovillage-communities
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLsWWRqCX9eSbWv41gKMKojuXQ0fhNYQBt
https://forum-network.org/partner/biodiversity-livable-climate/1/
https://www.wgbh.org/forum-network/lectures/developing-food-resilience-for-hard-times-ahead
https://www.wgbh.org/forum-network/lectures/dammed-in-a-hot-chaotic-world
https://www.wgbh.org/forum-network/lectures/a-forest-journey-the-role-of-trees-in-the-fate-of-civilization
https://www.wgbh.org/forum-network/lectures/remembering-our-relationships-with-forests-modern-and-ancient-agroforestry
https://www.wgbh.org/forum-network/lectures/an-inspiring-grassroots-ecorestoration-approach-sahel-ecovillage-communities
https://www.wgbh.org/forum-network/lectures/regenerating-life-a-new-look-at-the-climate-crisis
https://www.wgbh.org/forum-network/lectures/are-we-doing-solar-right


INSPIRING YOUTH FROM
AROUND THE WORLD
Putting hands in the dirt and roots in the ground is inspiring

for everyone, but is particularly important for young people. In

the face of climate anxiety and hopelessness, we create

ways to make a concrete difference. Our model of restoring

nature to stabilize the climate is a path to action this is not

waiting for political or corporate compliance, but is being

done right now, by many hands around the world.

The 2023 cohort of our Global Youth Ambassador Program

included young leaders from India, Kenya, Nigeria, Tanzania,

Senegal, Slovakia, South Africa, and the United States. Our

South African intern, Linsey de Jager, has been developing a

report on investment opportunities to regreen South Africa.

College students at Boston University, Lesley University, and

Bristol Community College were among those who learned

about eco-restoration with us.

RAISING UP THE NEXT

GENERATION OF CHAMPIONS

FOR BIODIVERSITY 

In October, 2023, farm owners

Tim Jones & Chie Morizuka,

Bio4Climate supporters and

friends, held a Field Day at their

farm in Hokkaido, Japan

https://bio4climate.org/2022/09/13/environmental-activism-and-the-search-for-purpose/


VOICES OF WATER

Hosted the landmark webinar with Anastassia Makarieva, Global

Cooling from Plant Transpiration: Mechanisms and Uncertainties

Co-authored the Water for Climate Healing - a New Water

Paradigm White Paper presented at the UN Water Conference

by the authors of the New Water Paradigm.

Facilitated and coordinated Bio4climate meetings during the

2023 UN Water Conference with Michal Kravčík, Rajendra Singh,

Mooyoung Han, and Martin Kováč. The meetings were arranged

by Zuzka Mulkerin, and attended by Maya Dutta, Sue Butler, and

Jon Schull.

Co-authored multiple chapters in A Blueprint for Urgent Action:

Therefore Choose Life, a document prepared in cooperation

with Bio4climate and the EcoRestoration Alliance.

Coordinated several meetings with the authors of the Water for

Climate Recovery - a New Water Paradigm. 

Worked on the book Beat the Heat! The Climate Solution, with

Dr. Jan Pokorný.

Global restoration of natural water cycles is essential for biodiversity

and climate restoration. Zuzka Mulkerin is the Program Director of

our Voices of Water program. The international team of scientists

includes Michal Kravčík, Anastassia Makarieva, and Jan Pokorný. Work

in 2023 included:

As co-founders of the EcoRestoration Alliance (ERA)
and members of the Steering Committee, we actively
connect with over 200 scientists and regenerative
activists around the world.  The joint white paper,  A
Blueprint for Urgent Action, serves as a comprehensive

IMPACT NETWORKS

collection of nature-based best practices to cool the planet and protect
biodiversity. Together we are pursuing land restoration projects in the US and
around the world.

Bio4Climate is also a Founding Partner of the Center for Regeneration and serves
as a member of the Center’s Steering Committee. 

https://youtu.be/NcDvVQOTuOw?si=DRivTAl4SsWM7IsV
https://youtu.be/NcDvVQOTuOw?si=DRivTAl4SsWM7IsV
https://sdgs.un.org/partnerships/water-climate-healing-new-water-paradigm
https://bio4climate.org/a-rallying-cry-for-ecosystem-restoration-and-climate-stabilization/
https://bio4climate.org/a-rallying-cry-for-ecosystem-restoration-and-climate-stabilization/
https://www.ecorestorationalliance.org/
https://bio4climate.org/a-rallying-cry-for-ecosystem-restoration-and-climate-stabilization/
https://bio4climate.org/a-rallying-cry-for-ecosystem-restoration-and-climate-stabilization/
https://www.openfuturecoalition.org/center


FUNDRAISING
PROGRESS 

D O N O R S  A N D  T R A N S A C T I O N S



GROWING
ENGAGEMENT
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Overbrook - NY Community Trust

Paula Phipps

Jimmy Pryor

Steve Rogers

Sacred Heart Charitable Fund

Judith Schwartz

DeCourcy Squire

Philip West

Marsh and Kay Youngbluth

Anonymous Donors

Katharine Harkins and David Finn

Doug and Nancy Beall Hendren

Joyce Keeley

Rebecca Ichord

John Lambert

Loretto Community

Tom Wallace Lyons

Mathworks

Maryanne Mott

Ranganath Nayak

Barbara Bacon

Ann Barrett and Jeff Hicks

Paul Barringer

Philip Bogdonoff

Susan Farist Butler

Christian and Shelley Erickson

in loving memory of Lynus Erickson

John Feldman, Hummingbird Films

Franklin Philanthropic Foundation

Chris Fritsch



TRIBUTES FROM OUR
DONORS

GIFTS IN HONOR OF

GIFTS IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Diane Bennett

Lynus Erickson

Jan Lambert

Clare McGuire

William Rollow

Heidi Armonda

Judi Baller-Fabian

Philip Bogdonoff

Catharine

Margie Cohen

Sean Corwin

Maralyn Dettmann

Olivia Fisher Fox

Frances Fernald

Fred Hotchkiss

Teresa, Claire, Thomas, 

   and Breau Kaplan

Bill Kenyon

Jim Laurie

Hannah Lewis 

Lisa

Louise Mitchell

Mary Flynn

Mother Earth

Nuria

Matthew Prasas

ROC Future Nurseries

Adam Sacks

Nancy Staniar

Trevor Z. Stanton

Madeline Tate

Michelle Thieme

Erika Davis Wade



As a monthly donor, speaker, and conference attendee
since this organization's inception, I have witnessed
firsthand the far-reaching impacts that Bio4Climate has
made in the climate, ecorestoration and regenerative
agriculture communities. 

There was no one else making the connections between
climate and biodiversity like Bio4Climate did 10 years
ago. It was the organization I was looking for! Many
others who were seeking nature’s solutions to climate
change were as well. 

As a result, lesser-known thought leaders have now
become connected, enabling them to lead land
restoration initiatives, reversing climate impacts and
restoring food, rain, and livelihoods in communities
around the world.

Glenn Gall, Educator
Northeast Ohio Earth Restoration

FROM OUR DONORS

Thank you to Marjorie Roswell
for sponsoring the talented

illustrator and cartoonist Tom
Chalkley. His art helped us

communicate key messages
throughout the year.

A SPECIAL THANK YOU 

https://morethanafarm.org/northeast-ohio-earth-restoration/
https://www.instagram.com/graphics.by.chalk/
https://www.instagram.com/graphics.by.chalk/


THANK YOU FROM LOUISE MITCHELL

We deeply appreciate the donations of time our speakers

and moderators, partners and sponsors, and our planning

team and other volunteers gave to our series on

Redesigning Our Communities - Thank You.

It has been a privilege to feature such incredible

community and national leaders from around the country.

These leaders are blazing new trails and establishing new

models for life after fossil fuels. It is vital for us to follow

them, support their work, and learn from them as they

lead the way.

THANK YOU TO OUR
VOLUNTEERS!
A big thank you to our program volunteers: Aamrah Sayed, Cindy
Laniewski, Daniela Barón Cruz, Deborah Fortson, Ed Barkley, Glenn Gall,
Helen Snively, Jill Smith, Jim Laurenson, Julia Eden, Linsey de Jager, Luca
Kunce, Maiyim Baron, Mike Conway, Natalie Wermers, Nathan Wolf, Nour
Abdul-hadi, Penelope Holland, Sara Baitinger, Shannon Joyce, Shannon
Scrofano, Tanvi Narvekar, Yaroslava Nikulina, Yewon Jeong, and Yulia
Rothenberg

Thank you also to everyone who signed up to help plant and
maintain our Miyawaki Forests: Aaron Garcia, Abby Luthin, Adam
Tierney-Eliot, Adrien Fitzsimmons, Akash Annavajjala, Alaina Farabaugh,
Alex Dee, Alexandra Ionescu, Alexis Khalil, Alicia Li, Alina Haddleton,
Alina Xu, Alli Chase, Allie Stauss, Allison Bernard, Allison Evans, Allison
Syrjala, Amber Davis Tourlentes, Amber Keller, Amy Landau, Amy
Lawrence, Amy Mertl, Andrea Judson, Andrew Keller, Ani Dobbins,
Anishta Khan, Anita Roy Dobbs, Ankur Jani, Ann Lentell, Anna, Anna
Fratta, Anna Keller, Anna Mateo, Anne Kern, Anne S Ryan, Anne-Marie
Lambert, Anny Li, Ariella Fuzaylov, Arthur Hayashi, Audrey von Raesfeld,
Barbara Fash, Bathsheba Grossman, Beaujena Stoyanchev, Becca
Pollock, Bess Moser, Beth Forrest, Brenda and Paul Waber, Brian Syrjala,
Bron Sutherland, Caitlin, Calla Taylor, Carolyn McPherson, Caseylee
Bastien, Cathy Thistle, Celine, Chantale Legare, Chante, Charlotte
Wirth, Chris Frail, Chris Royer, Christine DiBuono, Christine Metzler,
Cindy Ballinger, Cleo Brigham, Colleen Woodson, Cortney Kirk, Cynthia
Stillinger, Daise, Darci Hanna, Dave Shrake, David, David Wedaman,
Deana Massey, Debbie Waugh, Delphine, Derek O'Connor, Diane
Creasey, Diane Creasey, Diane Woodward, Dianne Plantamura, Dianne
Robinson, Dominic Hall, Dominique Stassart, Donovan Kuo, Dorothy
Suput, Doug Drenik, Driss Bourzgui, Dudley Wyman, Dusan Curic, Elahna
Paul, Elena, Elijah Staples, Elizabeth Washburn, Em Plotkin, Emily Hardt,
Emily Venable, Emily Ware, Emmett Jorgenson (continued next page)

https://bio4climate.org/roc


THANK YOU TO OUR
VOLUNTEERS!
Eric Huntley, Eric Morgenstein, Eric Schwartz, Erica Tangney, Erika Harimoto, Erin, Erinn Ives, Etta Becker-
Ramsay, Eunice Jarquín, Ewan Ellis, Fiona Sleigh, Frank Lee, Fred Becker-Ramsay, Fred Bernardin, Gaby
Wirth, Gil, Gina Long, Glen Clark, Gretchen von Mering, Gwen Miller, Hal LaCroix, Hannah Cummings,
Hannah Schnair, Harshit Gupta, Hassan M. Bell, Heather Norman, Heather Walsh, Helen Snively, Heli
Chauhan, Ingrid Alméciga-Pinto, Inna, Irene Heim, Iris Oxford, Isabel, Izzy Harrington, Jack FrIl, Jake
Wilson, James LaVigne, Jane Gillooly, Jared Becker, Jason Fiering, Jen Balfour, Jenn Wolff, Jennifer Park,
Jennifer Sigler, Jenny Sundari, Jessica Bradley, Jillian Wilson Martin, Jocelyn Montoya, Joe Ledger, Joelle
Renstrom, John Vail, John Hart, Jordan Whitlow, Joyce Davis, Judith Hart, Julia Sundari, Julia Trencher,
Julia Tsourikova, Jun Seung Lee, Kate Sutcliffe, Katelin Firth,Kathy James, Katya Stupina, Kelley Brooks,
Ken Crounse, Kevin Leach, Kim Schmidt, Kuma Kumsa, Kylie Mills, Lanier Smythe, Laura Massey, Lauren,
Lauren Jaeger, Leanne Darrigo, Leigh Meunier, Leona Merk, Lethycia Sanchez, Lily Wheeler, Linda
Coultas, Linda Relson, Linda Wollschlager, Lindsay Lucke, Liza Daly, Logan, Logan Casey, Lorie Graham,
Loring Burgess, Lukas Metzner, Lyndon James, Maddie Syrjala, Madi Cook-Comey, Maggie Benthall,
Maggie Fellows, Mandy DeBurro, Marcio, Marina, Marina Long, Marion Davis, Mark Hagen, Martin Kessel,
Mary Kocol, Mary Stuart, MaryKay Severino, Maryna Raskin, Mathi Rave-Indranathan, Matthew Carroll,
Matthew Roychowdhury, Maura Naughton, Maureen Hautaniemi, Max Cohen, Maya Levine, Megan
Santosus, Meghan Suslovic, Melissa Frail, Melissa McGaughey, Melissa McWhinney, Melissa Tonachel,
Michael Downey, Michael Fager, Michael Hendrix, Michele Bussiere, Michele Elms, Michelle and Natalie
Hatfield, Michelle Syrjala, Miguel R. Santos, Mike Hanson, Minji, Miranda Grace, Mitz Harimoto, MJ Taylor,
Molly Frail, Monica Hileman, Nabiya Imran, Nancy Boudreau, Nancy Goodman, Nancy Lowe, Nancy
O’Neill, Narges, Nassy Mornaghi, Nelia Magni, Nick Altschuller, Nick Harrington, Nicolas Corona, Nikki Ellis,
Jake DiBattista, Nikkola Carmichael, Nour El Zein, Nyanna Tobin, Pam Stich, Peter Rowell, Phyllis Prout,
Picard family, Rachel Morrison, Raj Annavajjala, Raja Abdelmalek, Ram Kelath, Rawan Alsaffar, Rebecca
Acome, Regina Carey, Reyes Munoz, Rick Schnure, Ross Woodson, Ryan Chilcoat, Ryan Pagois, Sal
Genovese, Saloni Daga, Sam Pare, Samantha Kellman, Samantha Stettner, Sand Tobin, Sandra
Harimoto, Sara Gettel, Sarah Ferguson, Sarah Niederman, Sarah Ryan, Sarah Sharp, Saskia VannJames,
Scott Johnson, Sean Kearney, Sharon Komarow, Shaun Ramsay, Shreekar Ranade, Sivapriya (Priya)
Kathiravan, Sommer Engels, Sophia Anderson, Sophie Cash, Stephanie Cardon, Steven Cosmos, Susan
Lau, Susan Rosenkranz, Tiffany Wu, Tracy Elliott, Turner Frankosky, Vanessa Arslanian, Vivian Abraham,
William Salom, Willis Kingery, Willow Janz, Yaxin Duan,  Yumi Izuyama, and Zoe Mathews.

THANK YOU FROM MAYA DUTTA

I am so honored and grateful to

keep expanding our rewilding work

across the region and the country.

Working with others and watching

the forests that we plant and

steward grow and transform these

settings gives me so much hope and

drives me forward in working toward

a greener, cooler, healthier future. 



STAFF

OUR TEAM WOULD NOT BE COMPLETE WITHOUT THESE KEY

VOLUNTEERS WHO HAVE HELPED LEAD FOR MANY YEARS:

Jed Katch, Director of Education

Fred Jennings, Ecological Economist

Christopher Haines, author of Heat Planet

Director of Regenerative 
Projects

Restoration Ecologist

Information Technology

Outreach Programs 
Manager

Louise Mitchell

Maya Dutta

John Minkle

Paula Phipps Associate Director

David Creech

Bill Myatt

Development

Beck Mordini Executive Director

Jim Laurie 

Development



BOARD MEMBERS

Brent Blackwelder, Tom Goreau, Pallavi Mande,

Jeff Masters, Fred Provenza, Bill Reed, Judith

Schwartz, Ridge Shinn, Helen D. Silver, Richard

Teague, and John Todd.

Special Thanks to our Advisory Board 

FROM PHILIP BOGDONOFF, BOARD PRESIDENT

As board president, I am especially grateful to all those who supported us (often

working behind the scenes) to facilitate our organization’s graceful transition from

our founding director, Adam Sacks, to our new Executive Director, Beck Mordini, as

well as to help her and our staff accomplish another remarkable year with Miyawaki

forest plantings, a film premiere, yet more fascinating Featured Creatures, classes

diving into Nature’s amazing evolutionary accomplishments, supporting the growth

of the EcoRestoration Alliance, and reaching new communities around the world.

Look for more about #NatureCools in the coming months.

Philip Bogdonoff, Board President

Stephan Rogers, Board Clerk

Vicki Benjamin, Board Treasurer

Sue Farist Butler

John Lambert (joined in 2024)

Nancy Lee Wood

Sharon McGregor



PARTNER
ORGANIZATIONS

We are grateful to these organizations for their partnership in our mission: 

Global Coral Reef Alliance, Elders Climate Action MA, Mass Peace Action, Peace and

Climate Working Group, Mass. Rivers Alliance, Soil Carbon Coalition, NOFA MA (Northeast

Organic Farmers Association), Regeneration International, Ecological Landscape Alliance,

MA Sierra Club, Jamaica Plain Forum, Earthos, Friends of Alewife, Greater Boston Trout

Unlimited, Nor’east Chapter Trout Unlimited, Sea Run Brook Trout Coalition, HESEC (Harvard

Extension School Environmental Club), Healthy Climate Alliance, The Nature Conservancy

(Massachusetts), WILD, Citizens Climate Lobby (DC area), Takoma Park Climate Action

Coffee, Takoma Park Mobilization Environment Committee, Cedar Lane Ecosystems Study

Group, Climate Coalition Montgomery County, Zero Hour, Tufts University: Eliot Pearson

Department of Child Study and Human Development, Environmental Studies Department,

Tisch College of Civic Life, Hummingbird Films, Cloud Institute, Project Drawdown, Kiss the

Ground, Boston Biodiversity Consortium/ Zoo New England, Balkan Ecology Project,

Bionutrient Food Association, Sustainable Harvest International, Sunrise - Massachusetts

chapter, Extinction Rebellion - Boston chapter, The Better Future Project, Northeast Yearly

Meeting of Friends, Commonland, Land and Leadership Institute (Vermont), SEMAP

(Southeastern Massachusetts Food and Agricultural Producers), One Planet Education

Network, Jewish Climate Action Network, Island Grown Initiative (Martha’s Vineyard), Real

Organic Project, Grassroots International, Goddard College, Mothers Out Front MA

chapter, Mothers Out Front MA Soil, Carbon and Climate Group, Southeast Coast

Permaculture Association, Green Cambridge, SheBoom, Land and Leadership Institute VT,

Natural Urban Forests, SUGi, Voices of Water for Climate (now merged with Bio4Climate),

Ecosystem Restoration Camps, Chico State University Regenerative Agriculture Institute,

Western Mass Climate Action Network, Arthur Morgan Institute for Community Solutions

(Agraria), Andhra Pradesh Community Managed Natural Farming, Regenerate-Earth(AU),

Mass College of Liberal Arts, EcoRestoration Alliance, Transition US, Mongol Tribe, Cuenca

Los Ojos, Post Carbon Institute, Kiss the Ground, RESTORE the North Woods, Save

Massachusetts Forests, Charles River Watershed Association, Patagonia Press, and Ocean

River Institute



REDESIGNING OUR COMMUNITIES 
PARTNERS, SPONSORS & SPEAKERS 
We are grateful to the following organizations and individuals for their contributions to
our 2023 Redesigning Our Communities series: 

Conference Series Co-Host: Post Carbon Institute 
Keynote Speaker: Richard Heinberg, Post Carbon Institute

Partners and Sponsors: Abundant Earth Foundation, AndrewMillison.com, Angelenos
for Green Schools, Beyond Organic Design, Beyond Toxics, Bicycle Kitchen, Black Food
Sovereignty Coalition, Black Futures Farm, Blue Rock Station, Blueberry Hill Certified
Organic Farm, Cedar Lane Ecosystems Study Group, Chagrin Valley Learning Collective,
Closing the Gap - A Social Justice Podcast, Coakí, Cottingham Farm, EcoRestoration
Alliance, Edward Jones, Feed'em Freedom Foundation, Food Not Lawns Cleveland, Food
Strong, Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians - Kizh Nation, Glenn Gall, Growers Magazine,
Gullah Nation, Harmony Houz, Here We Gro Gardens, In God's Hands Gardens, Kailash
Ecovillage, Kelly's Working Well Farm, Little Africa Food Collaborative, Little Africa Food
Cooperative, Loiter, Los Angeles Eco-Village, MiniForest LA, Mongol Tribe, Moses
Massenberg, Mudbone Grown, Neighborhood Villaging, New Era Convergence, Oregon
State University, Permaculture Institute of North America, Permaculture Now,
Permaculture Land Users Group of Oregon, PROUT Institute, Re:Ciclos, Ready to Help LA,
Red Beet Row, Reeds and Roots Skillshare, Rewild Organics, Rid-All Green Partnership,
Squatchberry, The Committee of 500 Years of Dignity and Resistance, The Pivot.Earth,
Transition U.S., UncleMud.com, Village Family Farms, and Voices of Water for Climate

Speakers and Moderators: Aleigh Lewis, Alison Frazzini, Andrew Millison, Angela
Sayles, Artemio Paz, Arthur Shavers, Aura Vasquez, Briann Battle, Charlie Southward,
Chris McClellan, Clare Strawn, Coakí, Ellijah Willis, Glenn Gall, Ismail Samad, Jamel
Rahkeera, Jennifer Eisele, Jenny Pell, Jeremy Raphael Ezra, Jessica Alvarez-Parfrey,
Jessica Vallejo, Jim Laurie, John Wright, Jon Schull, Julia Eden, Kelly Clark, Laughing Helen
Farrell, Lois Arkin, Malcolm Hoover, Marc White, Mari Keating, Marianne Wyne, Matthew
Teutimez, Maya Dutta, Melanie Carlone, Mikki Smith, Monica Ibacache, Moses
Massenburg, Nathan Lou, Ole Ersson, Philip Bogdonoff, Ras Solo (aka Benjamin Simmons),
Sara Continenza, Shannon Scrofano, Tamra Duncan, Tania Roa, and Zuzka Mulkerin

We are also grateful to Alberta Pedroja, Amy Buringrud, Andrew Millison, Asher Miller,
Clara Winter, Clare Strawn, Coakí, Desiree Cesarini, Galen Tromble, Jessica Alvarez
Parfrey, Julia Eden, Justin Ritchie, Nathan Lou, and Rob Dietz for their additional support
in planning and promoting the Oregon event.

https://www.postcarbon.org/


Photo credits
Cover image credit: Fernando Flores from Caracas, Venezuela, CC BY-SA 2.0
<https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0>, via Wikimedia Commons

Images from our Somerville Miyawaki project are by Cassandra Klos for the Somerville High School Forest funded
by SUGi.

All other photos were taken by staff and friends of Biodiversity for a Livable Climate. 
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